Otogenic pneumocephalus: case report and review of the literature.
We report a case of a 70 year old lady who presented to the accident and emergency department with a three day history of left sided otalgia, drowsiness and confusion. On admission her temperature was 39 degrees C, glascow coma scale was 14/15 and otoscopy revealed a left sided otitis media. There was no sign of CSF otorrhoea or mastoiditis. Neuro-otological examination was normal. High resolution CT scan of temporal bones and brain showed evidence of pneumocephalus near the left cerebello-pontine angle and posterior to the left petrous bone. No focal parenchymal pathology, intra-cranial bleed or defect in the tegmen was noted. The patient responded very well to conservative management in the form of high dose intravenous antibiotics. We would like to emphasise that this complication of otitis media should be borne in mind when an elderly patient presents with otalgia and confusion.